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5-he biodegradable waste 

materials decompose 
and mix with the soil. 
Fruit and vegetable 
peels, leftover food, 
paper and leaves are the 
biodegradable materials. 

Non-biodegradable waste Biodegradable waste 

The non-biodegradable waste materials do not decompose easily. These materials do not mix 
the soil and remain in the environment for a long period. Plastic goods, aluminium cams a 
silver foil are a few non-biodegradable waste materialCJ 

HOW TO DISPOSE WASTE ? 
In big cities, many local agencies look after the collection and disposal of waste. The fiollowi 
methods are used to dispose waste materials. 

Burning 
Waste is first collected at one place. It is then burnt. But burning 
of some wastes produces harmful smoke. 

Open Dumping 
Waste is taken far away from the town or city by trucks and 
dumped in the open. But this method of waste disposal pollutes 

........ 

the environment. 

~dfills 

Burning waste in o 
damage the enviro 

Often, deep ditches are dug in t 
and the garbage is dumped in th 
these are full se ditches 
with soil 
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Multiple choice questions (MCQs). 
Choose the correct option from the following : 

1. Which of the following things is not a non-living thing ? 
(a) sunlight (b) air (c) water 

~ 
(d) humanb · 

2. An unclean and dirty surrounding causes; 
(a) germs (b) diseases 
(c) environmental degradation (d) all of these~ 

Which of the following is a non-biodegradable waste materials ? 
(a) fruits peel (b) papers (c) plastic goods_...,,., (d) 

"'-/ 

I - - • • 



4. Wht\h ,., tht toU 1w m}: p Ht I wwn~ ., 

(") fiurntn~ w,1L,h• , •• hurot ,md prodm t· -.rnukt 

(b) l umJl\lst 1'1t ,1 ptl p. dug t1nd hm.14•hf)ld W<1J..lt· '"' dumped in it 
(, 1 I ,indttU, g,1rb.•t~'-' f,., dumpC'd in Jc'(•p datchC>e; 

(d) No,w ut lhl''-t'/ 

5. Jlw pml 1.'"" in which w,,,te mt1ten,il~ are treated 10 a way that they can be 
,1g.un 1:-. r,1Jled 

(.1) r~<)1ding ✓ 
(\') !)t•dinwnt,1tion 

B. \ ery ~hort answer type questions. 

(b) purification 

(d) \<veathering 

1. Give any two examples of living and non-li,ring things. 

2. \.Vhat are the Biodegradable materials ? 

3. Give any three ways to dispose off ·waste materials. 

4. Name any five non-degradable waste materials. 

C. Short answer type questions. 

1. "A clean surrounding helps us to remain healthy." Explain the statement. 

2. What do you know about the open dumping ? 

3. Discuss the process of recycling. 

4. What should be done to recycle the used ,vater at domestic level ? 

D. Distinguish between the follo-wing. 

1. Degradable and non-degradable materials. 

2. Landfills and compost pits. 

E. Fill in the blanks. 

1. Plants need air, water and ~- sunlight to grow. 
j 

2. A clean surrounding helps us. to remain t ,~ ·1.,. 1:1 }-: 

3. Dirty water can be -,..c ~I.;; 2 and used to w~ter plants. 
I l '\ ).f-

4.( 11 . M ..P \, is a good way to dispose waste. 

5. -t-J-,:~.-1,,4,,<ci....::.-""'-e::__-, 9-: ,~ . L(~ and .Y -i:: (..U, P 
keepin the environment clean and healthy. 

F. Unscramble the following letters. 
r , , I ! I , . 

1. 1 N, B;R;U/G
1 
I :N/ 

2. /L/L/ I /F/s /N A/Lio; 



c Lic ER c I Nl 
C E\A RD LE BA] 

Correctly m,,tch List· I with List II. 

List 1 

(i) Dep;radnble wasto 

(ii) Compos~ 

(iii) Old n.0wspo.p~rs.... 

(iv) Non-deHrndnblc waste 

(v) Landfill , 

~~c ll'"f!: 
02pada,bk 

List II 

~ 1a) manure 

(b) aluminium can 

-.(c) vegetable peels 

(d) low lying area for waste disposal 

(e) Plastic bag 

:High ()1 d('l 'Tlli11kin9 Sk1{[s 

l, What steps should be taken to keep our environment neat and clean~ 
Used water can be reused for several purposes. How? 
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